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Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.

President’s Message
Glenda Schnirring

The Power of One's Vote Links to the Power of One's Heart

Members of AAUW Hastings Branch voted more than once this month. As I write this

on Election Day 2010, I envision 88 AAUW members all having voted. Your "power of one
vote" has been exercised, first as you cast your ballot today, and second as you became an
AAUW member this year. Your heartfelt emotions were put into play in both actions.

Your Hastings' AAUW Board met last night and voted to dedicate $1000.00 to AAUW Funds,
(see Peggy Hirsch’s Funds report) This is you and I putting a small bit of ourselves into
scholarships, research, and legal aid for qualifying women and girls. Yes, an affair of the heart.

As the Board meeting continued last night we felt another emotion of the heart as we looked at a
certificate expressing thanks to the Hastings AAUW branch for its memorial gift honoring
former member Marilyn Thompson who passed away just over two years ago. Our gift honoring
Marilyn went to the Jane Skinner American Fellowship Fund started by the Northfield AAUW
Branch. In time it will be a fund large enough to generate deserving scholarships. Marilyn
would be glad to know that, thus the feelings of her heart will live on through the women this
Fund will eventually help.

Marilyn believed in the purpose and mission of AAUW’s existence, as in advancing equity for
women and gitls through advocacy, education and research.

Another member I'm choosing to bring before you this month is former AAUW historian
Norma Mossman. Norma is very much alive but needed to relocate to Monticello, MN. Again,
because of her strong belief in what AAUW represents to women and gitls in venues both home
and abroad, she mailed her membership dues to us from Monticello. She knows that what's
important in her heart is in part carried out by the progressive actions of AAUW.

There will not be a December edition of Twig, but expect important email notices about
December activities, especially the Holiday Social. This year our Holiday Gathering will be at
Great Rivers Gallery in downtown Hastings on December 13th at 7:00 p.m. More information
will be given at the November meeting.

May you all experience a very Blessed Thanksgiving?

November 22

Lost and Found: A Memoir of Moth  ers
Kate St. Vincent Vogel, Plymouth Author Shares Her Adoption Story

Born in Medina, Ohio, educated at Cornell and Michigan Law School, Kate Vogl, acclaimed
author of her latest book published in 2009, Lost& Found: A Memoir of Motherswill be
AAUW's guest speaker at its regular meeting Monday, November 22.

In the book, Kate tells about her mother's death from ovarian cancer and through the obituary,
Vogl is discovered by her own birth mother. The author writes about the complexities of
mother-daughter relationships as she honors the mother who raised her and begins to form
bonds with the woman who allowed her to be adopted. The intent of the book is to talk more
about motherhood than adoption. Vogl says that while there are many books that talk about
adoptive relationships, there isn't really anything out there that tells about long-term ones. “It's
been 14 years since Val (her birth mother) found me. It takes time to build a relationship."

At present, Kate teaches a variety of courses at The Loft in Minneapolis and is a professional
writer and editor. In 2008, one of her stories was selected for honorable mention in the Lorian
Hemingway Short Story Competition, and her essays have appeared in many publications.
Come and enjoy what promises to be a delightful evening.

Upcoming Events

November 8 e Book Club

November 22.......ccccevuvervunnnnne. General Meeting
December 5.....cccviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiienaad Gad-Abouts
December 13 Holiday Social
December 14......cccevviiniiiiiiniiniiiniiniennnes Book Club

Hastings Branch
2010-2011 Programs

September 27, 6:30 p.m......... SALAD SUPPEH
Political Stories You've Never Heard
Mary Lahammer, Twin Cities Public Television

October 25, 7:00 p.m.
The History of MN Supreme Court
Paul Anderson, Supreme Court Judge

Novenber 22, 7:00 p.m.
Lost and Found: A Memoir of Mothers
Kate St. Vincent Vogl, Author

December 13, 7:00 p.m
Holiday Social
Guitarist and Singer Tom Jung
Gathering at Great Rivers Gallery
301 2™ Street, Hastings

January 24, 6:30 p.m...............4 CHILI SUPPEH
Human T rafficking: Reality Not Fantasy
Judge Erica MacDonald

February 28, 7:00 p.m.
From Hastings to Cairo
Jan Hertel, Educator and AAUW Member

March 28, 7:00 p.m........ COMMUNITY INVITH
Bone Up on Bones
Osteoporosis and Vitamin D’s Role in
Prevention
Dr. Jennie Orr and Panel of Specialists

April 25, 7:00 p.m.......cceuneeee SPRING SOCIA
ArtReach St. Croix
Poet and Storyteller
Bill McCarthy
Social at Hastings Country Club
2015 Westview Drive, Hastings

May 23, 7:00........cccccvvvvenn . . BOOK SALE
From Family Tree to Family Table
and Potluck Paradise
Author and Food Historian Rae Eighmay

All meetings, except December and April,
will be held at
St. Philip's Lutheran Church
15th Street and Pleasant Drive
Hastings, MN 55033
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Membership
Cindy Toppin & Jane Driscoll

Welcome to new member, Pam Onnen!
Pam is a graduate of the U of M with a mechanical engineering degree. She is a
homemaker with 7th grade twins and 1 kindergarten boy. Welcome, Pam.

EF/LAF
Peggy Horsch

Glenda and I recently participated in a teleconference with Holly Kearl, national program
manager for AAUW’s legal advocacy fund. Local branches across the country got to hear
Holly’s update on the work of AAUW to fight discrimination in the workplace and on school
campuses. She briefed us on pending litigation where AAUW legal advocacy funds were given
to litigants fighting unlawful termination of sports programs in violation of Title IX and sex
discrimination in the workplace. At a recent State convention, Pat Powers heard the story of
women employed by St. Cloud State University who received financial support from AAUW to
fight sex discrimination taking place at that institution. Pat was impressed by the struggle these
women faced to successfully pursue their protections under our constitution. She heard first-
hand what our financial and emotional contribution meant to these women as they carried their
case to a successful conclusion.

In addition to litigation support, our legal advocacy dollars go to many programs that provide
referral services to potential litigants. The Legal Referral Network and the Legal Resources
Network are on-line at AAUW’s website and available to the public. The networks direct
people to local attorneys and other resources available to assist with potential causes of action.
Grants in the amount of $750.00 are available to branches to initiate gender equity programs
with local schools to address issues, such as, sex discrimination, stalking, Title IX, and sexual
violence.

AAUW’s website also contains information about its initiative in the area of bullying. Cyber
bullying and the “Hostile Hallways Program” are discussed in depth. AAUW is drafting a
report to address bullying by text messaging, computers and other forms of communication.
The website also has what it calls, “programs in a box”, in the areas of Title IX and high school
athletics, and sexual assault awareness on campuses. It is encouraging local branches to be
proactive with its schools to discuss these issues and develop prevention programs so that it
doesn’t get to the point of having to bring a lawsuit to address a violation.

So, what does our branch contribute to the state and national educational fund and legal
advocacy fund? Each year we make a monetary contribution. This year our board decided that
a $1,000.00 contribution would be split three ways. A $450.00 contribution is being made to
the Mona McMahon Research and Projects Grant that was initiated by the Winona Branch.
This state fund is nearing its $35,000.00 mark to fully fund it. It was created to address many of
the issues outlined above. A $400.00 contribution is being made to the Eleanor Roosevelt
Research fund. This national fund helps to support research to improve educational

Monday, January 10 selected novel is The Tortilla
Curtainby T.C. Boyle. Set in Los Angeles, this
novel explores middle- class values, illegal
immigration and poverty as it affects two families.
This novel was chosen as the teen/adult novel for
HASTINGS READS, 2011. Shirley Tammen will
host the January 10 meeting.

Hastings Reads 2011

The Hastings Reads committee has selected
Coming to AmericaThe Immigrant Experiences
its theme for the 2011 Reads Community theme.
The kick-off for the evens will begin on Saturday,
February 5, 2:00 pm at Pleasant Hill Library.
Hastings AAUW branch is one of the sponsors of
the annual events. There are four selections for the
immigration theme, theme with book discussions,
author visits, and activities planned. The adult/teen
book is The Tortilla Curtainby T. C. Boyle. The
middle grade selection is Home of the Brave by
Katherine Applegate. The upper elementary book is
Little Cricketby Jackie Brown and My Name is
Sangoeby Karen Williams is the elementary
selection.

More information on HASTINGS READS will be
printed in the January newsletter.

Historian
Trudy Cragg

A Little Bit of History - WHERE IS SHE NOW?
The young lady who received the AAUW
scholarship in 1995... where is she now?

Sara Clement began her very successful college
career at Princeton. While there she was, as in high
school, active in drama and theater. That became
her life. Sara lives in Los Angeles and does set and
costume designing for South Coast Repertory
Theater. She also does some private free-lancing
around the country. This spring she worked on the
play Sunsets and Margaritaia Denver which had
a spectacularly elaborate setting. In an internet
search of this play, I found the following paragraph

from the Denver Post: The play opens with a
wonderful bit of stage magic. The old man,
Candelario, literally drives his convertible through
the wall of the dine And it hang there, anchoring
Sara Ryung Clement’s wonderfully designed set,
for the rest of the play. There's also a talking
portrait that's a trip and a half

opportunities for girls and women. A $150.00 contribution will be made to the national legal
advocacy fund to support those areas outlined above. In addition, our branch does a basket for
auction at the state convention and the proceeds go the legal advocacy fund. You will get more
information on that early next year.

On behalf of the board, thank you for your continuing support. This is one of the many great
reasons to be a part of AAUW!

Gad-Abouts

Verna Fuller

Book Club

Shirley Tammen

On Sunday, December 5, Gad-Abouts will be going
to the Burnsville Art Center to hear Handel's
Messiah by the Dakota County Symphony. The
performance is at 2:00 p.m. Sign up will be at the
November meeting.

Pat Giddings will host the Monday, November 8, 7:00 p.m. meeting. The selection for
discussion is Moloka'1 by Alan Brennert. A true to life chronicle set in Hawaii more than a
century ago, a seven-year-old is sent to a quarantined leprosy island to die, but instead discovers
it's only the beginning of life for her.

Tuesday, December 14 (note date change due to AAUW social on Dec. 13) selection is Girl in
Translationby Jean Kwok. An 11year-old girl and her mother from Hong Kong are brought to
Brooklyn by an aunt for a better life. Instead, they must rent a rat infested apartment without
heat or furniture and work in a Chinese sweatshop for the mother's sister and brother-in-law.
Kim attends school during the day and works in the shop with her mother after school until late
at night. It's a novel of hardship and triumph and all that gets lost in translation. The author was
born in Hong Kong and immigrated to Brooklyn as a child. Marilyn Pitra will host this
December 14 meeting.
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Community Treasurers Report
Margaret Goderstad Nancy Kerestes
Friends of the LeDuc An additional donation of $35.00 was made to the

The monthly meeting of Friends of LeDuc will be held on Tuesday, November 9, 7 p.m. at the
estate. Following a short business meeting David Suddarth will give a presentation on how to
get started in genealogy/family history research. Mr. Suddarth comes with a wealth of
knowledge and experience in the field of genealogy. He has been conducting genealogical
research for himself and others for 12 years. Most of his research has been in the
Kentucky/Indiana/Illinois area during the 1800s. He currently serves as the 1st Vice President
of the Minnesota Genealogical Society. In addition, he is one of the instructors for the Society's
Beginning Genealogy Course. He is also a member of the Association of Professional
Genealogists, the National Genealogical Society and numerous state genealogical and historical
societies.

If you ever wanted to learn more about your roots, the LeDuc Historic Estate is the place to
come in order to get started. Members and guests are encouraged to attend.

Hastings Artists Show at the LeDuc Historic Estate

Guests are invited to attend, view, and purchase the work that is being featured at the Hastings
Artists Show at the LeDuc Historic Estate, 1629 Vermillion Street, Hastings. The show is
FREE and open to the public and will run November 6-14 during regular business hours, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. The Museum Shop will also be open so early holiday shopping will be available
for visitors. For further information call 651-437-7055 or visit the website:
www.dakotahistory.org. The LeDuc Historic Estate is owned by the City of Hastings and
managed by Dakota County Historical Society. The participating artists in the show are:

Mel Agen, Beth Bacon, Anita Bahls, Audrey Ceran, Donna Christianson, Amy Deaver, Lisa
Dolezal, Andy Hill, Emily & Dodi Hogstad, Fran Jauquet, Pauline Johanik, Diana Langenfeld,
Mecca and George Manz, Connie Misener, Art Nordstrom, Al Peterson, Mildred Ruhr, Al
Todnem, Susan Zinschlag, Kathy Pohl, Mary Gale, Ruth Viste

Victorian Holidays at the LeDuc Historic Estate

Make plans to visit the elegantly decorated LeDuc Historic Estate the first two Saturdays and
Sundays in December from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission is free for those who wish to only shop
in the Museum Store. However, tours at regular rates will be available for visitors at the
prescribed times. Reservations are being taken for the 4-course Victorian Dinner which will be
held on December 5, 4 p.m. Included will be delightful entertainment, music and learning about
the LeDuc family through the video which will be shown in the Ebba Hoffman Theater in the
LeDuc Library. Call today @ 651-437-7955 as space is limited.

Hastings Family Service Calendar of Events

The Holiday Calendar of Events for the Hastings Family Service as well as a How I Can Help
list can be found on the website: www.hastingsfamilyservice.org or
www.facebook.com/hastingsfamilyservice. This calendar will be email to members in the
coming days.

Garage Sale bringing the net profit to $1962.93.
National and Minnesota membership dues were
sent in for 24 members. Our membership is
currently at 88. At the Nov. 1 board meeting we
approved and paid a $1000.00 donation to the
AAUW Fund. Peggy Horsch will have more
information about this. After these expenses our
checkbook balance stands at $3313.75.

AAUW Hastings Branch - General
Meeting Minutes
October 25, 2010

AAUW Mission Statement

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.

AAUW Vision Statement
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research,
philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas
impacting the lives of women and gitls.

Minnesota State Website
WWW.22UuwWmn.org

PRESIDENT: Glenda Schnirring called the
meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. She highlighted a
few National AAUW issues:

% Membership drive asking each member to
recruit a friend for membership will be kicking
off November 1.

% November 2nd is Election Day and the
national initiative “Power of One Vote”
encourages all AAUW members to vote.

% Legal Advocacy Fund, supported by
membership dues, provides financial aid up to
$4,000.00 per case to legal cases addressing
fairness issues for women in education.

¥ National AAUW continues to identify barriers
to women’s full representation in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics.

% AAUW was represented in a meeting with VP
Joe Biden considering methods to improve
community college graduation rates.

SECRETARY: Lisa Hedin. September business
meeting minutes reported in TWIG approved.

TREASURER: No report provided.

MEMBERSHIP: Jane Driscoll thanked Gail
Glashan for her help developing the bookmarks
provided to membership for this season. Five
guests attended. A final draft Membership
Directory was passed around for final corrections.
The completed directory will be distributed with
the November TWIG.

HOSTESS COMMITTEE: Sign-up sheet for
snacks and clean up was filled at the September
meeting!

BOOK CLUB: Pat Giddings (1705 Maple St) will
be hosting the next book group meeting at 7:00 pm
on November 8th. Moloka’i by Alan Brennert is
the book being discussed.

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: Margaret Godestad
reported that the LeDuc would be hosting a
Hastings Artist Show November 6-14th, 10am — 5
pm. Fran Jauquet will be one of the artists
showing.

PUBLIC POLICY: Kay Leadholm yielded the
floor to Eileen Weber who shared information
about an opportunity to be a Poll Challenger. This



is a volunteer position serving at polling places on Election Day to assure free and open voting.
There are a limited number of training sessions remaining.

AAUW FUNDS: Glenda Schnirring and Peggy Horsch sat in on a teleconference about the
AAUW National funds in October. Details will be provided in the future.

HISTORIAN: Trudy Cragg asked that members share anything pertinent to AAUW with her for
inclusion in the club’s scrapbook. Watch the TWIG for interesting trivia.

DIVERSITY: Thanks to Margaret Cox for a nice article in the TWIG. More articles will be
forthcoming.

GAD-ABOUTS: Sallee Jepsen passed around a signup sheet for Handel’s Messiah on Dec 5th
at the Burnsville Performing Arts Center. A recording of a radio broadcast made by the Gad-
Abouts group during their October trip to the Broadcast Museum was played for the meeting
attendees. A trip to the Minneapolis Institute of Art to view the Native American Art exhibit is
tentative for January. Details will be provided at a later meeting.

NEW BUSINESS: Lynn Moratzka is working in partnership with Inver Hill Community
College to host one of their Interesting Conversations with Interesting People seminars in
Hastings. This event will likely be held at the end of November or early December. Details
will be available shortly.

The 2010-2011 program season continued with Minnesota Supreme Court Justice Paul
Anderson, in character as Honorable Lauren Collins, sharing Historical Perspective on the
Minnesota Supreme CourThere were approximately 45 attendees.

Glenda Schnirring adjourned the meeting at 9:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Hedin, Secretary

Iltems of Interest and Member News

\ This section will be devoted to items of interest and news that members may
i wish to share with other members. Please submit your information to the
E email address listed in the Newsletter Information by the first of the month.

Interesting Conversations with Interesting People

Inver Hills Community College is hosting an Interesting Conversations with Interesting
People on November 18th, 2:30-4:00, in room 196 in the Fine Arts Building. Learners and
curiosity seekers of all ages are welcome to this free event.

Interesting Conversations are held monthly to bring prominent people together to

discuss topics of current interest. How and When Government Works for Usthe
subject of November’s conversation. State Supreme Justice Paul Anderson and Dane
Smith, President, Minnesota Growth and Justice (www.growthandjustce.org) will address
the topic from the perspective of active participants in public service much of their
professional lives. Tim Wynes, President, of Inver Hills will host and moderate the
conversation.

Interesting Conversations is offered by the Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL) at
Inver Hills. ALL offers a variety of learning opportunities for people 55+. For more info
visit www.inverhills.edu. or contact Dick Graham dick.grhm@gmail.com. Inver Hills is
located at 2500 80th Street in Inver Grove Heights.

Hastings
AAUW Board Members
¥  President : Glenda Schnirring
% Past President Pat Powers

¥4 VP Membership:
Cindy Toppin & Jane Driscoll

¥ VP Program: Diane Saed

¥, Secretary: Lisa Hedin

¥ Treasurer: Nancy Kerestes

¥ Community: Margaret Goderstad
¥ EF/LAF: Peggy Horsch

¥  Newsletter: Mary Memelink

¥  Legislative: Kay Leadholm

%  Educational Issues:
Susan Cruse

¥ Hospitality:
Patty Todnem & Darla Kimmes

¥ Historian: Trudy Cragg
¥ Diversity: Margaret Cox
¥ Book Club: Shirley Tammen

%  Gad-Abouts:
Verna Fuller

¥ Garage Sale:
Pat Hanson & Pat Powers

¥ School Supply Drive:
Cathy Sery & Mary Ellen Olson

Newsletter Information

If you wish to submit an article, news item,
correction, or want to change the way you are
receiving the newsletter, please contact
Mary Memelink, newsletter editor:

Email: mmemelink@aol.com or
hastingsaauw@gmail.com
Phone: 651.437-8204
Be sure to add the above email addresses to
your address book, to ensure the newsletter
doesn’t land in your Junk Mail.

Did you know?

Members can find their AAUW Member ID # on the
AAUW Outlook mailing label or by using the Member
ID Look-up link which is also available from the log-
in page of the Member Center. It also is the # above
your name on the Pine.




